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1 have the honor to enclose herewith transcript 
of the addresses fciven. by members of the Communist 
Party on the waste fround at Hi£h Street, Belfast, 
Jon Sunday, October^3, 194£ 

¥Jxm 


BettysSinel. 


• The speakers, jlxn 
air and V; ,> iT^i- : cCul 1 ou;.-h a: 


are 




all well iaio’-.n Communists, and known to the Department 
through previous despatches on tho sajie ^abject- 
The Sunday meetings are now commencing at 3<>30 pom. 
rather than at 7*30 p«f5* due to tho fact that it.is 
now dark by 7*30 p»n* and there* are no suitable 
arrangements for lighting the area* 

The splendid address of Mr 0 Spaak was topical k 
and of course was taken to indicate the alleged fact 
that the Western, lowers were preparing for war. A 
considerable amount was said about the fact that Russia 
was not talking war 5 and that all such talk came from 
the Western I owers. The addresses of course did not 
point to the fact that although Russia is not talking 
war, she is, and has been for far too long preparing, 
for war* 
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Respectfully yours, 
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Enclosure: 

Transcript of notes taken 
/ at Communist Party Aioetint,, 
A},*' Hi^h Street, Belfast, on 
^~TT~r October 3, 194-3, 
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ansmitted to Department in 
original and hectograph copies, 
merican Embassy, London. 
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Bole- enclosure to despatch ho. 103 dated October l4 a 1943 from 
Whu A* o^aie, American Consul at AMerican Consulate General, 
Belfast, Korthern Ireland, on the subject: ^Communist 
Activities in Mortherrn Ireland'** 


This meeting, commenced at 3c3Q p*iru and terminated at 
5+3o p«jk« About 250 persons were present* Con .ranis t and 

Socialist literature was on sale, and the meeting passed over 
without incident* a tnrow-in collection was taken up but 
the amount was not made known* 

The speakers were: 

Jim JPifc*fly*tfGiu5T who acted as Chairman 
Betty SlKC^ilE 
V;,iio kCCULLOUGH 

HUi^BhRGivtT in opening the meeting said: 

:, We in the Communist Party believe that it is the duty 
of our organisation which is composed of workers and the 
leaders of tin? working class to mass clear to the people 
of De-lfasfc what the position is aud uov; it affects the 
citizens of tills town* Clear3.y there is now no doubt in 
anybody's mind when he picks up his newspaper, or listens 
in to the radio * when he listens to the speech of Mr* 

Bevin or Mr* Spaak or Vyshinsky that the question 
before tne people is that of war or peace* and for us in 
Belfast this is a question of yreat urgency because now 
as the armies ai'e being marshalled in western Europe, now 
that the first steps are being taken for the purpose of 
takin^ up intervention against the Soviet Union, Belfast 
will be right in the centre .of the atom bomb war* It 
won*t be in the centre for very long because most of you f' 

realise that an atom bomb means that no matter who wins, / 

the working class will lose anyway* he will lose in / 

the sense that the devastation will eclipse anything we 
have experienced before in warfare. . ' j 

“Therefore, v:e in the Communist Tarty say* that it is 
in the interest of the masses of the people to take an 

Interest in one issues which are being debated in Paris* * 

Everybody who has suffered the horrors of the last war, — 
everybody v?ho has lost a son or i\ daughter, husband or 
brother, and you who have suffered in the blitzes., you are 
the people who by your intervention, by the expression of 
your opinions Y can stop that cruzy race to war which is 
being prepared before your very eyes* Mot only could 
Belfast suffer dumace arid destruction if these preparations 
are allowed to go unchallenged, but these very preparations 
are putting on the shoulders of the workers a tremendous 
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and terrible burden by a reduction in the living- standards 
in so far as the v/ell~being of the mass of the people is 
concerned* 

"In yesterdays -Daily Worker 1 read an article by 
the rariiaifientary Correspondent of that paper Which 
shoved that for all the wars that were fought by the 
British empire* we are paying in interest so far as the 
Crimean V/ar* bar has never paid any dividends* We in 
The Communist Party are in the front of the fight for 
peace* V/e have the prospect before us of a frightful 
war* 

f, Tafce one example alone* In the war just- ended 
5*CGG schools wore completely destroyed as the result of 
the Fascist air raids on this country* Because we have 
failed to reduce the armed forces and due to our 
expenditure on rearmament since the end of the last war 
only 16 schools have been rebuilt in Great Britain and 
northern Ireland* Kow it Is almost certain that no 
further schools will be built* 

"This m<ans that the children of the working class 
will have no schools to go to* There have been no 
hospitals built since 1914 ^nd this is directly the outcome 
of the tv/o world wars in which Britain has been engaged* 

"It ia said that w© have to male all these sacrifices* 
That we heu'e to let our children go without schools, that 
. we cannot afford to build hospitals 9 that we cannot afford 
to raise wages t that we cannot afford to introduce new 
machinery ixito~the mines because we arc concerned with the 
menace of the soviet Union and the countries of Eastern 
Europe *■ 

want to cay from this platform that we in the 
Communist Party h*;ve no apologies to roake when v;e soy that 
those who described the Soviet Union as a menace to 
civilization arc liars* They are trying to deceive the 
peoples of '.astern Europe into believing * that a country 
with a more consistent record for the fight for peace is 
warmongering* I want to reject the lie and the slander 
that the Great Socialist Republics of the Soviet Union 
which were war torn 5.n a struggle against Imperialist 
aggression are anxious to go to war with their fellow 
workers of the .vest'** 

/it this stage he described the different acts of the Soviet 
Union from 1917 towards peacs* 

°You will find that the incitement to war is not coming 
from the U«b*S 0 R„ It is coming from America I want to 

remind you of one thing* In 1926 during the general 

Strike of tlxo miners - the men who saved Britain’s bacon ~ 
the Greet Soviet Union seat subscriptions to them* t'e will 
have to decide whether wu are going to narch forward v.dth 
Socialis^i or whether we are going to be pushed into war 
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behind’Tinman, Churchill, Be Gaulle and the.rest of 
the x*arxnongers w * . * '• 

Prendorgast then introduced Betty Sinclair as one tt who 
has a more consistent record in the struggle for peace than 
any member of the Stomont Cabinet 

Betty SINCLAIR said: fi $ith regard to this question 

of v/ar, I would like to ask a fatr questions of this 
audience* Can in all seriousness contemplate 
a war against the Soviet Union,, It would he just 
the same as the men in the shipyard deciding to go to 
war with the men from abort & Harland*s, Xt means 
that the working sections attack each other e It would 
be the same as the 15 to 20 thousand workers in the 
shipyards going to war with the 20 thousand linen 
workers* 

"If we want to fight. If we want to make war, and 
X suggest there is not one man in this audience who 
wants war, then I suggest to you that to make war on a 
working class country is to make war on yourself* It 
is like a boomerang, it will cams back* 

R Can we goto war with the Soviet Union? I say 
that these_people today who are talking about standing ■ 
up to the Russians have no understanding, and still 
have learned very little from what the last war should 
have taught everyone of us* 

^Those of you' who are talking about going to war 
Y/ith the Soviet Union * understand, that you are denying 
to your children the right to have schools* If your 
thinking of staking war on the Soviet Union you cannot 
have a decent way of living» lou are now living on 
credit from America, and if you are talking about going 
to war with the Soviet Union; if 15 million pounds per 
day can be found to fight a war against the working 
class, why is it that tho Labour Government cannot 
find 15 million pounds to give the people th© 
necessities of. life since the war ended* 

*Wiil we go to war beside France? I can assure 
you that from my own knowledge of the French Communist 
Party the French workers viiXl not fight any war against 
the Soviet Union* 

"Will we fight beside Belgium? V/e will not fight 
beside Belgium with their Spaaks* The Belgian working 
class knot* who their own leaders are* 

{! And do you think the Italian workers are going to 
turn their guns on-the Soviet Union? Do you think that 
the British workers are going to be fooled? Bo you 
think the Northern Ireland v;orkers are going to bo taken 
in again*? If unemployment is mounting it is the fault 
of the Tory government* not the fault of the Soviet Union* 

If 
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If our wages don ? t meet, the cost of living it is 
the fault of the Tories and Capitalists of Northern 
Ireland* Our fight is here at horicv that would 
v>e fight for against the Soviet .Union? Are you. 
going to fight for the Lords of hall Street?. 

g "Tho only way that we can x&ku our conditions 

better is not under Capitalism but under socialism, 
and these people understand it very well* If we 
are allowed to build our political parties, 
strengthen ourselves and unite, then these 
- Capitalists my have to give up tho means of . 
production*" 

Here she gave examples of how America planned to 
use the Western lowers as bases in - the war anticipated * 
France v/ould supply the Army,- Greece would be used as a 
base and Ireland as an aircraft carrier,. 


She ended her address by giving an example of the 
huge profits being made in the linen industry, and called on 
the workers to Join the Communist Parky* 


rrendorgast then described Communist literature on sale* 
conducted the throw-in collection and called on the next 
speaker, U«H* McCullough* 

McCULLCUGH said: "At the end of the recent labour 
party conference, there was a little fight over 1 the 
singing of the Red Flag* a letter appeared in uhe 
press by a so-called Labour member 5 resigning from the 
Party because the Red Flag was sung on the conclusion 
of their Conference* The impressions given were that 
the Red Flag was something foreign* 1 mention it to 
give an indication of this trend or development inside 
the Labour Party, av?ay from the old gospels and the old 
banners of the past* 


"The idea is to convey the impression that the Red 
Flag is something which only should be associated with 
Russia, or in other words it is something foreign., And 
to indicate the interest that was raised on this question 
I Vrould like to say that I had a * phone call from a 
reporter of the Daily Mail who wanted to know something 
about the Red Flag* He wanted to know the words of the 
Red Flag, and I fully obliged him, not from my own 
memory* X got him the full words and music of the Red 
Flag, and I told him that it was foreign to the Russians, 
the words of it were even foreign to the French and the 
Germans, and that it yj&s even foreign to the English, 
because the' words of the Ked Flag were written by an 
Irishman to the tunc of an American song called "Maryland"; 
and I told him to be very, very careful about this foreign 
thing the Red Flag because by right it belongs to Ireland 
because it was written by Jira Connolly, an Irishman, who 
worked for a period at the Dublin docks* 

"X have been telling it over this past number of 
years and in particular during this past throe years, the 
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idea In the inindG of the people is that Communism 
is something foreign to the peoples of these-Islands, 
but they never tell you for instance that Capitalism 
is something foreign despite the fact that Capitalism 
operates in America* on the Continent of Europe, in 
Britain and at one tine operated in .Russia until the 
working Class of that country decided to make' a change* 

No* they want to make an enemy of Communism as they 
fear that if tho ideas of Coinmunism are once taken up 
then the days of Capitalist exploitation will be 
finished completely !f * 

At this stage lie gave an instance of the huge profits 
of a firs* in England which made cable for the Post Office 
and other engineering businesses, and said that if you road 
the Daily Worker you will see the instances of iwnenee profit 
making* 

«So when you see in the papers, say Baird’s 
Telegraph, or the V;hig, talk about inflation you know 
what inflation is ~ too much money chasing too few goods* 
do what they do about inflation is reduce the money which 
. you have, the wages end salaries* They don’t mean the 
-manufac turers * 

“Communism*. we are told, is something foreign«> 
Capitalism on the other hand is universal and should in no 
consideration whatever be interfered with * Is there a 
member of this auoicnce who can recall, within the past 
four months reading: in any of the newspapers wh&t really 
is the issue in Berlin or how it started* Not at all, 
that is all being covered uo ff * 

Here he went into the usual story about the administration 
of Germanyj how Russian troops by-passed Berlin and that 
Berlin Is by’right inside Russian occupation; how the w’e&tarn 
powers introduced new currency into Berlin and’how they failed 
to de~ilas&fy the Ruhr* 

“No* I don’t think war is imminent and I base ray 
words oil this* First of all the Soviet Union will fight 
consistently day in and day out to avoid bloodshed and 
plunging tho world into another world war* 

“As the Coroufunists said many, months ago this Island 
is going to play the role of an aircraft carrier for 
America*. The role of Germany will be to provide a base 
for attacks on the Soviet Union und America does’nt 
intend to have another war unless it is fought by the 
peoples of .vestern Europe* Are we going to go to war 
for hall Gtreet bankers* Me are not fighting for any 
hall Street bankers* The working class have a struggle 
to live and that is the struggle they arc engaged in* 
America Is counting her chickens a little bit early because 
the countries of western Europe, mainly the working Glass, 
have given an indication that they are not going to be the 
cannon fodder of American Imperialism * The Gcaisuttist 

Party of France, which represents the vast majority of 
the working class of France, have* already made clear that 
the workers of France are going to fight no war for hall 
Street against the soviet Union* - Montgomery has been 
appointed the Goosander of testera Forces, but the human. 










Machine is not there and we Communists with the 
support of the working class are going to see that human 
Machine■ will not be there, but the human machine will 
fight for the existence of the working class* 

"Sir Basil Brooke desires to play Hinr. Billy to 
Costelloes James II* and in fact another battle of the 
Boyne •* 194& version ^ is being staged at the tine when 
the people aro fooled with this talk of war* Sir Basil 
is observed galloping through burope on c white horse 
looking for Costello, but it is worth while-to pay 
attention to what is going on, particularly with the 
boyos down in the South* Don f t anybody be fooled for 
a single moment by this stuff that is being carried on 
ana this pseudo lie publican! sm and the wax* va.th Basil Brooke* 
James Billon and kr. Costello are firmer, aye much firmer 
supporters of the British inspire than what Sir Basil 
Brooke ever v/aSo 

"The real issues at stake are the struggle of the 
people to live, for work, for wages and for houses* That 
is the.issue that faces the people* 

,f V<e of the Gominunist Party want to see our country, 
North and South, developed to the fullest possible extent* 
i«*e want to see our people living in harmony and overcoming 
the untu : on ism that exists botv/ecn the two parts of the 
country* We want to see this country marching forward 
with the people of Britain. VJe want to sec this country 
released from the strings of America with the opportunity 
to live free and independently* And we of the Comunist 
Party are going to see that a struggle along these lines 
takes place and we are going to see that these plans for 
plunging the world into another vjorld war will be 
destroyed* It will be for us to build up in the fight 
for world peace the defence of the living standards of 
the people*" 

Betty Sinclair closed the Meeting at 5*30 p*n* by appealing 
for the audience to join the Communist Party end be united* 

She said that in the 0*D*H. strike of 1932 the people were 
united and that they can be united now. 



